INTL 480 Capstone Senior Seminar
International Studies
Spring 2020
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Instructor: Dr. Valerie H. Barske

                 



Time: 12:30-1:45PM
Email: vbarske@uwsp.edu


    



Classroom: CCC 231 

Office Hours: MW 1-2PM
Or By Appointment CCC 453
Course Description

This course serves as a Capstone Senior Seminar in International Studies.  The main focus is to professionalize students as they prepare to transition from the university setting to a global world.  Moving beyond the standard lecture format, the seminar allows all participants to help co-construct knowledge as we grapple with complex international issues.  Our in-class readings provide theoretical grounding in International History and interdisciplinary approaches to real-world problem solving.  This semester we will focus specifically on commemoration, collective memory, public history, and memorials.  In the end, students apply their professional skills through a formal poster presentation for the COLS Undergraduate Research Symposium and an original research paper that may be utilized as a professional writing sample.  The course functions not only as a culmination of student experiences here at UWSP, but also as a springboard for launching marketable, competitive, and yet socially conscious global citizens.    

Course Intended Learning Outcomes

This course aligns directly with the General Education Program outcomes for Communication and Capstone in the Major.  Upon completing all in-class activities and co-curricular assignments, students will improve their ability to:

· Demonstrate professional academic standards for oral communication through leading in-class discussions and presenting an original research poster at a formal conference venue.

· Apply professional academic standards for written communication to compose an articulate, grammatically correct, and organized original research paper with properly documented and supported ideas, evidence, and information suitable to the topic, purpose, and audience. 
· Critique their own and other’s writing/oral presentations to provide effective and useful feedback to improve their communication.

· Complete a project that integrates knowledge, skills, and experiences related to those General Education Program Outcomes appropriate to the discipline.
· Demonstrate skills, processes, and resources needed to make a successful transition from college to the world beyond.
Required Course Materials:

Students are expected to bring a PRINTED copy of the readings to class.  This course does not have a purchase book nor a text rental textbook.  However, feel free to be creative and find the most cost-effective ways of printing—so long as you can still read, quote, and write notes in the margins of your printed copy.  If any student has any financial concerns about printing the readings, please let me know at the beginning of the semester—we will find a solution.  
Evaluation Criteria and Assessments
Attendance, In-Class Discussion, and Professionalism 10%:
All students are expected to engage with course materials and to participate meaningfully in classroom discussions, exercises, and activities.  Students will be expected to actively take notes on in-class activities and assigned readings.  As the popular article from Scientific American (June 3, 2013) suggests, taking notes by hand has been proven to engage specific cognitive processes and embodied actions that enhance learning.  Our class is designed in the format of a seminar, a course-based group discussion in which faculty and students participate in the active co-generation of ideas rather than simply the delivery of content.  As we enhance our professional writing and oral communication skills, we will strive to fine-tune our abilities to articulate complex ideas and even opposing viewpoints citing evidence in an inclusive learning environment.  We will utilize a number of high-impact teaching practices such as team-based activities, hands-on participatory workshops, and engaging embodied learning opportunities.  Unlike a standard lecture course, in this class, we will work together to produce rather than simply to consume knowledge.  In addition to our required class meetings, there will be 3 required outside events.  Please check the schedule now and submit an email to the instructor in the first week of class if you have a conflict.

Applying Critical Thinking to Summarizing Scholarly Arguments and Responding to Events 15%

To ensure that students grapple with and master complex concepts, students will submit responses to prompts related to the assigned readings and outside events.  For full credit, reading responses will be due by 9AM in Canvas on the day of the scheduled class.  Students will determine what grade percentage they are aiming for by completing a specific amount of responses.  
15 responses=100%
14 responses=95%
12 responses=90%

10 responses= 85%

8 responses=80%

Students may also gain extra credit in this category by attending additional events and writing a response.

Article Precis 10%
A concise summary of the main arguments in a scholarly journal article related to the student’s research topic.
Facilitating Small Group Discussion 10%

Students will take a leadership role and practice their facilitation skills by leading small groups in discussion of our readings.  There will be a sign-up sheet and a rubric of expectations distributed in class.

Professional Curriculum Vitae and Cover Letter 10%

In order to prepare for careers and life beyond UWSP, students will submit a professional CV and cover letter for prospective jobs, internships, or graduate school fellowships.

Research Poster and Professional Conference Presentation 10%

Students will produce a formal research poster and present at a conference.  We will devote class time to poster workshops and to practicing our presentation skills.  Students will submit the digital versions of their posters for a grade as well.  
Original Research Project: 35%
Research Paper (20 Pages) OR Research Paper (15 Pages) + Lesson Plan
Abstract and Annotated Bibliography 10%
Full Draft 15%, Final Paper 10%

As central to the capstone experience of this course, students will be required to write an original research paper.  Students will be guided through the process of appropriate topic selection, but the focus must be on international cultural issues or global cultural themes primarily not centered around the U.S.  While our archival work may include some U.S. foreign policy dimensions, bear in mind that the research topic must focus on real-world problems beyond the confines of the United States.  We will have writing workshops and even computer lab time to work with our peers and the instructor to improve our writing. 

Participation Expectations:
√+ 90-100—The student always comes prepared for class with readings printed, , previous notes, and any other necessary materials.  During the discussion, they will ask on-topic questions, articulate complex ideas, and synthesize materials from previous sessions.  They will volunteer and be ready to provide an answer when called.  They will treat other students with respect, offering support and helping to create an inclusive learning environment.

√ 80-90—The student comes prepared to class on a regular basis with their readings and other materials.  They share ideas and communicate in group work, but could be more engaged in large group discussions.  Although a student in this group might not volunteer as readily, they are always prepared to respond when called.  They offer connections between ideas or comments in class.

√- 70-80—The student is not be prepared on a regular basis, forget their materials, or fail to participate.  They might also wander off topic consistently, create a disturbance in the class, or show disrespect to other students.  Students receiving a 70% for participation may not be able to engage fully in the coursework and with other students, so please try to avoid letting your participation reach this level.

Grading Scale:

	A
	93-100
	B-
	80 – 82
	D+
	67 – 69

	A-
	90 – 92
	C+
	77 – 79
	D
	63 – 66

	B+
	87– 89
	C
	73 – 76
	D-
	60 – 62

	B
	83-86 
	C-
	70 – 72
	F
	59 and below


Course Schedule and Required Readings: 
Please come prepared to engage and to produce rather than simply to consume historical knowledge.  
Students will be expected to complete the readings scheduled for the date of the class meeting listed.  Readings will be posted in Canvas and organized chronologically by the date they will be discussed in class.  Please print, read, take notes, and bring each reading to class, unless otherwise noted.

	Date
	Topic
	Readings
	Assignments

	Week 1: International Studies Seminar

	1/21
	Getting Situated
	Syllabus (in class)

	

	1/23
	Commemoration of War Dead for Peace Education in Germany
	Mannitz (2018)
Download from Canvas
Read, PRINT, and Bring Notes
	

	Week 2: Politics of Commemorations and Memory in Postwar Japan

	1/28
	Meiji Restoration and Postwar Commemorations in East Asia
	Botsman (2018)
Download from Canvas
Read, PRINT, and Bring Notes
	Group 1 Facilitates Discussion

	1/30
	Contested Messages for Tourists at Peace Parks in Okinawa
	Hashimoto and Telfer (2018)

	Article Precis DUE 2/2 11PM

	Week  3: Commemorating Historical and Environmental Atrocities

	2/4
	Commemorations of Chernobyl
	Arndt (2012)
	

	2/6
	Examining Histories of Commemoration, Collective Memory, and Memorials
	Bring Pencil and Paper, Cameras and Phones
	MEET in ALB520 ARCHIVES
Abstract/Bibliography DUE 2/9 11PM

	Week 4:  Nationalism, Memory, and Embodied Commemorations in Latin America

	2/11
	Latin American Exceptionalism in War Commemorations?
	Hau (2013)
	

	2/13
	Memory as Resistance, Embodied and Material Commemoration in Colombia
	Courtheyn (2016)
	Group 2 Facilitates Discussion

	Week 5: Collective Memories, Mourning Songs, and Stories in Africa and the Middle East

	2/18
	Collective Memories, WikiRevolutions, and Egypt
	Ferron and Massa (2011)
	

	2/20
	Mourning Stories and Songs in Iraq and South Africa
	Segall (2005)
	Group 3 Facilitates
2/24 11PM CV and Cover Letter DUE 

	Week  6: From Abstract to Research Paper

	2/25
	From Abstract to Research Paper Workshop
	Bring Files and Save Work
	MEET in CPS 107

	2/27
	Alternative Class: Work on Research Paper
	
	NO IN-CLASS MEETING

	Week 7: Original Research Paper Workshops and Meetings

	3/3
	Full Draft Research Workshop
	Bring Files and Save Work
	MEET CCC 307

	3/5
	Research Meetings
	Individual Meetings CCC 462
Sign up for a specific time
	

	Week 8: Full Draft Research and Writing

	3/10
	Full Draft Research Workshop 
	Bring Files and Save Work
	MEET CPS 107

	3/12
	Research Meetings
	Individual Meetings CCC 462
Sign up for a specific time
	Full Draft DUE 3/12 11PM

	SPRING BREAK March 16-20

	WEEK 9:  Peer Review and Marketing International Studies in the Midwest

	3/24
	Peer Review Activity
	Reading in Canvas TBD
	

	3/26
	Marketing International Studies Programs in the Midwest
	Bruening and Ishiyama (2007)
	

	Week 10: Contested Memories in Wartime and Postwar Okinawa

	3/31
	Contested Memories: War, Peace and Memorials in Okinawa
	Yonetani (2003)
	

	4/2
	Unpacking Uncomfortable War Stories, Challenging Memories
	Chrisinger (2001; 2005; 2009)
	Evening Talk DUC Theatre REQUIRED

	Week 11: Contested Memories of Internment

	4/7
	Japanese Internment 
	Flamiano (2010)
	

	4/8
	Extra Credit Public History Event: Portage County Historical Society and Japanese Internment
	
	Deb Saito 6:30 Public Library Pinery Room

	4/9


	Contesting Memories at the Manzanar Historic Site
	Hayashi (2003)
	

	Week 12:  Shifting Identities and Displaying International Research

	4/14
	Shifting Identities and Memories of Okinawa
	Obermiller (2013)
	

	4/16
	Displaying Research in Poster Form
	Bring Files and Save Work
	MEET CCC 307

	Week 13: Research Posters, WWII Commemorations, and Public History Exhibits

	4/21
	Poster Workshop
	Bring Files and Save Work
	MEET CCC 307
Send Posters to the Printers by 4/22

	4/23
	Commemorating 75 Years since the WWII Battle of Okinawa
	Exhibit Reception and Talk by David Tobaru Obermiller on the Battle of Okinawa
	NO IN-CLASS MEETING

Evening Reception and Talk REQUIRED
CCC 101

	Week 14: Undergraduate Research Symposium and Professional Oral Presentations

	4/28
	Poster Presentation Practice
	Bring Posters, Sign up for a day
	

	4/30
	Poster Presentation Practice
	Bring Posters, Sign up for a day
	

	5/1
	COLS Undergraduate Research Symposium
	Location TBA
	COLS Symposium REQUIRED Setup, Present 3:30-4:30, Take Down

	Week 15: Reflections on the Capstone Experiences

	5/5
	Symposium Debriefing
	
	

	5/7
	Reflections on Producing History: How do we now view images of the samurai?
	Course Wrap Up
	


FINAL EXAM: Final Paper DUE in Canvas during scheduled exam time.
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Cultivating Terrorism: What Determines Support for Terrorist
Organizations Operating in the Middle East - (History)

By: William Robbins
Faculty mentor(s): Valerie Barske

In this research project, I evaluate the different factors that may play a role in fostering
support for terrorist organizations operating in the Middle East. I examine U.S. foreign
policy, especially the 2003 invasion of Iraq and interventions since, levels of poverty and
unemployment in the region, and several case studies focusing on the recruitment and
approval of terror organizations such as Al-Qacda and ISIS. In particular, I argue that
foreign intervention coupled with poverty, unemployment, underdevelopment, and
government corruption, contributes to the support of terrorist organizations. Using Pew
Research Center polls and official hearings documents from U.S. Congress commissions
on national and homeland security, I explore correlations between these trends and the
growth of terrorist organizations. It is necessary to understand what factors determine
non-combatant support for terrorist organizations in order to slow the growth of terrorism
in the Middle East and the world

Dancing Colombian Identities: History, War, and Roles of Women -
(History)

By: Kaitlin Piette

Faculty mentor(s): Valerie Barske

In this research project, I examine scholarly works and primary sources on Colombian
cultural dances through the analytical intersection of gender, identity, and embodiment. I
demonstrate how the beginnings of the traditional dance Cumbia and the guerrilla war
group known as FARC both appropriate specific gender roles for women. Historians
demonstrate the significance of these dances in terms of negotiating gendered identities
and overcoming the assumption that masculinity dominates over feminine empowerment.
I ground my work in archival research including official documents on Colombia from
the foreign affairs papers of U.S. Representative David Obey, as well as the diary of
female Wisconsinite Laura Kiel who served in Colombia with the Peace Corps (1963~
1965). In the end. my project seeks to create new interdisciplinary intersections between
dance, performance studies, cultural studies, history, and anthropology.

Dangerous ldeas or Cultural Heirlooms: The Changing Roles of Arabic
Manuscripts in the Modern World - (History)

By: Diane Ray
Faculty mentor(s): Valerie Barske
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Reminder:  This syllabus is a living document, which we will adjust together.  The instructor reserves the right to add, delete, or alter readings and assignments based on the pedagogical needs of the course.  Please attend class and check our Canvas site for any updates or changes.
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Analyzing Literary and Historical Representations of Women's Rights
in Algeria - (History)

By: Karin Maki

Faculty mentor(s): Valerie Barske

In this research project, I examine the ongoing effects of the afiermath of French
colonialism (ca. 1830-1962) in Algeria and the different issues that women face in
present-day society. By analyzing various groups vying for power since gaining
independence from the French, scholars may better understand the social struggles of
women in a postolonial patiarchy. I discuss the expansion of feminism in Algeria
during the rise of Islamism. I analyze the political agency of women, their place in the
workforce, their access to healtheare, etc. I consider various archival sources as well as
literary works relevant to historical and anthropological disciplinary approaches to
women's rights. In the end, I hope to shed greater light on female empowerment,
women’s political agency, as well as the ongoing postcolonial struggles with limitations
on female subjectivities.

Brexit: The Janus-Faced Nature of Populism, Neoliberalism, and What
They Mean for the European Union and the United Kingdom -

(History)
By: Benjamin Hoffman
Faculty mentor(s): Valerie Barske

In my research, I analyze how Brexit emerges from a space created by the intersection of
populism, neoliberal policies, globalization, and immigration. T investigate how Brexit
‘may happen and what it means for the UK and the EU. Brexit references the vote by
British citizens to leave the EU, which means invoking Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty
(2009). T explore the consequences of Brexit, such as London losing status as the finance
capital of Europe, the future of neoliberal policies, and the potential fall of the neoliberal
consensus. I use sources from The Times, The Guardian, Le Monde, the London School
of Economics and Political Science, Maccenata Institut fir Philanthropie und
Zivilgesellschaft, and others. Britain leaving the EU also calls into question the future of
the European project and may be read as a symptom of a global populism seen in the
election of Donald Trump in the U.S., the popularity of Marine Le Pen in France, and
voter dissatisfaction in Germany and Italy.

“Call Us The Leaders of the New School”: The Globalization of South

Korea's Pop Culture - (History) By: Evanne Hefty
Faculty mentor(s): Valerie Barske

In this project, I analyze how South Korea’s popular culture represents a global
phenomenon by examining responses to governmental economic change, the
privatization of the Korean entertainment industry, and the international appeal of
cultural elements created by globalization. My analysis of young K-Pop entertainers as
“new school” leaders employs theoretical frameworks including neoliberalism and post-
colonialism in terms of the impacts on Korean popular culture. I situate my work in an
historical context by considering media and archival representations of Korea as early as
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